Dear XXX,

             

I would like to invite you to invest in an expanding coalition of young New Yorkers who are bringing new life to devastated communities in New Orleans, and learning organizing skills that will benefit impoverished communities in New York City. 

 

This coming ____ I will be working in New Orleans with a non-profit organization called The New York 2 New Orleans Coalition (NY2NO). Through youth-led, consensus-based projects, NY2NO seeks to mobilize young people and empower communities most affected by the social, racial, and economic inequalities in both New York and New Orleans. Since summer of 2008 NY2NO has organized 30 New Orleans brigades, bringing over 500 high school students back to New York with organizing skills and a commitment to social and environmental justice.

 

Students have gutted and rebuilt homes, grown delicious and organic food in urban farms, and taken part in sustainable community development in collaboration with Our School at Blair Grocery, the newly founded high school in the Lower Ninth Ward.

 

Still, the need is great.  Neighborhoods that were impoverished and unstable pre-Katrina remain devastated 5 years later. The Lower 9th Ward, a predominantly black neighborhood with pre-Katrina poverty rates at 50% for families with children, has seen only 20% of its residents return after the storm. There are only two schools in the 9th Ward and the closest supermarket is 5 miles away. Facing the challenges of illiteracy and malnutrition, NY2NO works in solidarity with Our School at Blair Grocery in order to create a sustainable community with adequate levees, meaningful education opportunities and healthy, locally grown food.

 

This Summer, 2010, we will be mobilizing young people from across the nation in historic numbers. Youth from high schools in New York, Philadelphia, Los Angeles, Connecticut, and the Gulf Coast, along with college students from Wesleyan, NYU, Pitzer, Temple, and many others, will come together in Louisiana to build a movement for social change. For the first time, we will work in solidarity with the Houma Nation, a Native American tribe whose land has literally been washed away by hurricanes, and the village of Tangipohoa, one of the poorest counties in the nation. Since Katrina, never have so many people of so many ages and origins organized and mobilized to revitalize New Orleans. 

As a non-profit organization, NY2NO relies on our own personal fundraising to make this historic summer possible. All donations made to our organization are tax deductible and will go directly towards rebuilding and providing scholarships for low-income students working on our brigades. NY2NO never rejects applicants due to a lack of funds and your donation will help us continue this policy. Here is how we’ll use your support:
 

$30 buys a new set of shovels, lawn mowers and rakes so the youth can keep farming!

 

$50 feeds the hungry bellies of 30 volunteers for a day. Yum!

 

$100 fuels our bus for a week so our volunteers can move speedily from schools to farms.

 

$250 buys a plane ticket for a student whose family cannot afford the expense.

 

Cash donations are preferred, or checks can be made payable to IFCO/NY2NO.  You can also pay online by credit card at http://ny2no.com/donate.htm. The Inter-Religious Foundation for Community Organization (IFCO) serves as our fiscal sponsor. All donations can be mailed to  PUT YOUR ADDRESS HERE or can be submitted online.  We hope you will join us in our humanitarian mission.

 

 

Sincerely,

 

XXX

