Dear ______ (local business),

 

Hello! My name is ______, I work with the New York 2 New Orleans Coalition (NY2NO), a non-profit organization that brings NYC High Schools students down to New Orleans to revitalize devastated neighborhoods and tackle social and environmental injustices.

 

NY2NO would like to invite you and your establishment to be a part of our coalition to support Food Justice Summer, a series of community-building Brigades that will bring 500 high school and college students from across the nation down to New Orleans. Food Justice Summer seeks to:

 

· Develop the Lower 9th Ward and Tangipohoa, two communities deeply affected by environmental racism, poverty, and illiteracy, by building new schools, employing young people on sustainable urban farms, and contracting local residents to construct storm-resistant homes.

· Provide youth from across the country will skills in community organizing, farming, education, and construction so they can tackle social and environmental inequities in their own communities.

 

In order to fund the largest grassroots project in New Orleans since Hurricane Katrina, NY2NO is expanding our coalition to include many more organizations, schools, and businesses across the city. We invite you to join this growing coalition in what we think can be a mutually beneficial partnership in which your establishment gains advertising and customers and our projects gain funding and awareness. Here are a couple of our ideas:

 

· A “Environmental Justice Day/Week” at your business where we advertise your establishment for a given period of time in return for a portion of the profits for that given time.

· Holding an event at your establishment (possibly on one of your slower business days) where NY2NO comes and speaks about our projects and a portion of the event’s profits are donated to our work.

 

We will also be giving Certificates of Partnership to participating businesses so they can show customers where they have donated some of their profits. We hope you will join us in building this movement for the greater good.

 

For more information on our work visit www.ny2no.org.

 

Sincerely,

The New York 2 New Orleans Coalition

